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While our urban settlements can be 
viewed as our most enduring cultural 
artefacts, the form and evolution of the 
city is emerging as a significant global 
issue confronting contemporary societies. 
This unit seeks to develop an appreci-
ation of the historic and contemporary 
evolution of the city and the range of 

forces impacting on city development 
both across time and in different social, 
political and economic circumstances. 
It explores a range of theories about the 
nature of the city and identifies a range 
of current challenges facing urban 
designers.

Agropolis
Urbanization has placed cities at the intersection of our globalized exis-
tence. The past half-century has seen a major shift in migration trends with 
the vast majority of the earth’s population increasingly relocating from rural 
areas to major urban centres. By 2050 earth’s population is projected to 
reach nearly 9 billion people. The effects of this highly concentrated popu-
lation will result in an absolute increase in the number of cities worldwide. 
Traditionally cities were established near delta regions where the most fertile 
soil was to be found offering the greatest amount of bio-diversity. However, 
today with rapid urban expansion placing these natural systems under in-
creasing pressure, competition for land use has been amplified as result of 
the expansive growth of cities. This has increased their resource and energy 
requirements placing food security and water availability as major challenge 
in their development and future sustainability. Cities are contending with a 
number of incredibly complex issues of providing for the nutrient balance of 
their residents. The degradation of surrounding natural habitats is affecting 
the capacity for cities to meet these requirements, placing a greater reliance 
on foreign markets imports and commodities. In order for cities so secure 
their future prosperity there needs to a shift to a greater self-reliance in able 
to meet the needs a city requires to survive. The challenge for city planners 
and policy makers within the 21st century is to develop approaches that 
tackle these issues and are both locally responsive and socially inclusive. 
Urban Agriculture is among many possible solutions that can be implement-
ed to achieve a self-reliant urban model that exhibits a great level of local-
ly responsive characteristics and can be adapted to suite particular social 
structures.
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