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Light industrial lots
available in Newman.

Only 6 lots still available in the Newman Light Industrial Area.

° Prices start from $525,000

° Sizes range from 2,111sqm 
to 2,441sqm

° Only 1.5km from the town centre

° Access to the Great 
Northern Highway

° Preference given on nearby East 
Newman Stage 2A residential lots

For details visit 
landcorp.com.au/newmanlightindustrial 
or call Gen Bartlett, Elders Real Estate 
on 0403 939 054.

Will be sold  Picturesque 50.8ha Subdivision Property within Northam townsite
Lot 9000 Mt Ommanney Rd

C of T 2674/126.
Current WAPC approval for 91 lots 
from 2,000sqm to 10,000sqm. Ideal for 
Investor/Developer. These lots will be 
keenly sought when developed. Rural 
ambience, undulating, views, close 
proximity 
to Northam CBD, Perth side of town.

AUCTION 11am Friday 28th February 2014
at Riverside Hotel, Northam.

Phil Eaton 0409 684 229 or 9622 6000
www.eldersnortham.com.au        ID 568587 #1
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Over the past 30 years, the densi-
fication of Perth’s middle ring
suburbs has been achieved
through the subdivision of typi-
cally quarter acre lots into three,
four or more semi-detached “vil-
la” dwellings. 

The result of this dominant
infill housing typology, and its
attendant decrease in natural
vegetation, deep soils and back-
yard areas, is that the amenity
and ecological performance of
our suburbs has been compro-
mised — no wonder many com-
munities are resistant to densifi-
cation. At the lot scale we have
identified, two main issues con-
tribute to this detrimental
situation. 

Firstly, in a typical subdivided
villa development, up to 35 per
cent of the original lot is taken up

by driveways which contribute
little to the amenity or ecological
function of the built environ-
ment. This desire to drive our
cars up to, and into our houses,
was inherited from the last half
century of single-dwelling subur-
ban development. 

Despite the well-known envi-
ronmental and health related
problems associated with cars,
having a secure double garage
attached to the dwelling is still
highly regarded by the property
market. 

Secondly, the direct application
of minimum lot setbacks
required by the current planning
legislation produces residual pri-
vate open space along fence lines
— space which typically does not
contribute to the amenity of the
dwelling itself and is usually
inhabited by the air conditioning
unit.

At the Australian Urban
Design Research Centre, one of
our key agendas is developing
new housing typologies to help
achieve Perth’s densification tar-
gets. We believe there are genu-
ine quality alternatives to the

pattern of infill development.
Our proposal for courtyard hous-
ing is one such alternative, but it
requires that we question our
preconceived notions of private
parking and building setbacks. 

Rather than car parking adja-
cent to the individual dwelling
units, in our proposed courtyard
housing model a communal park-
ing court is at the front of the lot,
above which could be a useful
communal space. Further to this,
allowing building to the lot
boundary results in the reduc-
tion of typically useless residual

private open spaces. In essence,
our housing model trades off
residual areas and expansive
driveway surfaces for spacious,
well- designed, private court-
yards. Recent studies in Perth
have shown how highly we value
our private outdoor spaces, as
such this is a trade-off we believe
many people will be willing to
make. 

The “detailed” issues of build-
ing setbacks and the provision of
private car parking may appear
relatively benign when viewed at
the lot scale, however when mul-

tiplied many thousands of times
across our rapidly densifiying
middle ring suburbs, the result-
ing detrimental effects are poten-
tially huge. 

It is in this context that we be-
lieve a courtyard housing typolo-
gy offers a new dream for semi-
suburban living in the 21st centu-
ry, one in which density, and
amenity and ecological perfor-
mance are not mutually
exclusive. 
Dr. Julian Bolleter and Dinis Candeias
are from the Australian Urban Design
Research Centre, Perth

Courtyard
housing has
potential 

NEW APPROACH

It’s time to rethink
our infill strategy,
says Julian Bolleter
and Dinis Candeias 

Well-designed: A view of the courtyard housing typology. The typical three-villa development on the right is
characterised by residual, and often unusable open space. Picture: The Australian Urban Design Research Centre 

A move by manufacturing and
distribution group OneSteel
has opened up a rare leasing
opportunity in the tightly held
industrial enclave of Kewdale.

Located at 24 Chisholm Cres-
cent, the property offers
350sqm of office and 870sqm of
warehouse space, with
27,900sqm of hardstand. It is
zoned general industry, open-
ing it up to use by a wide range
of industrial operators.

The site is available immedi-
ately with a minimum three-
year lease term, plus option, at
a rental of $680,000 per annum,
plus outgoings.

Colliers International execu-
tive industrial sales and leas-
ing Andrew Fife said he expect-
ed the property to be snapped
up quickly.

“This property is superbly
located with excellent access to
major transport networks, in-
cluding Roe and Tonkin high-
ways, and multiple entry and
exit points to and from the
site,” he said.
� BAE Systems has extended
its multimillion-dollar water-
front leases at the Australian
Marine Complex.

The defence and security
company signed a 17-year
seabed lease and renewed a 25-
year lease for its shorefront
land, ensuring it will continue
to be a major player at the AMC
until at least 2038.

According to LandCorp and
the Department of Commerce,
the extension was a vote of con-
fidence for the complex and the
WA economy.

Since its establishment, BAE
and other local businesses have

contributed to more than 400
major projects worth $1.6 bil-
lion delivered at the AMC since
it opened in 2003.

Department of Commerce
general manager John O’Hare
said as part of its lease commit-
ment, BAE Systems would in-
vest more than $20 million in
upgrades, including a new
office building, shiplift up-
grades and additional rail facil-
ities, which will help the com-
pany grow its business.

LandCorp said BAE’s re-
sources and energy contracts
and commercial and defence
ship repairs would continue to
expand, adding to the already
4000-strong workforce across
the AMC.
� MMJ Real Estate WA is sell-
ing the high-profile office,
showroom and warehouse at
345 Charles Street in North
Perth.

Located near the Scarbo-
rough Beach Road intersec-
tion, the 870sqm site has two ti-
tles and a two-storey, 1350sqm
building with covered parking.

MMJ Real Estate sales direc-
tor Greg Radin said the proper-
ty’s street exposure, fringe
CBD location and ease of access
were a sought-after combina-

tion for owner-occupiers and
tenants.

The building’s features in-
clude a hydraulic goods lift con-
necting the warehouse and
showroom areas.

The property will be sold via
expressions of interest which
close on March 5.
� Alessandrino Property
Group is marketing commer-
cial space at the Currambine
District Centre at $6000/sqm,
plus GST, for sales and leasing
rates of $400/sqm, plus outgo-
ings and GST, for tenants.

“Tenants already committed
include a Dome cafe, dental
surgery, restaurant, hair and
beauty salon and an orthodon-
tist, as well as professional
offices,” Alessandrino Proper-
ty Group’s director of commer-
cial sales and leasing, Anthony
Morabito, said. 

“We are currently accepting
expressions of interest for
stage two, which contains
3600sqm of office, showroom
and restaurant space, meaning
that we have the flexibility to
offer up to 2000sqm of commer-
cial space in the one building,”
Tony Brooks, managing direc-
tor of Alessandrino Property
Group, said 

Exit opens up opportunity
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ON THE BLOCK
■■ Marissa Lague

Street exposure: MMJ Real Estate is selling the commercial building at
345 Charles Street in North Perth. 


